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UNITED STATES-ISRAELI BOND 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. PETERS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise this 
evening to talk about the important 
and special relationship that the 
United States shares with the Jewish 
State of Israel and how this relation-
ship is of growing importance to the se-
curity and prosperity of both of our 
countries. 

Recently, I traveled to Israel with 28 
of my Democratic colleagues. I know 
many of my Republican colleagues also 
visited Israel this past summer, and 
this is important because it under-
scores the fact that the strong bond be-
tween the United States and Israel 
knows neither party nor ideology. 

I first traveled to Israel in 2000 when 
I served in the Michigan State senate, 
along with senate colleagues. 2000 was 
the peak of peace negotiations, and 
what struck me most about the dif-
ferences between today and that trip 
nearly a decade ago is how the hope of 
everyday Israelis for a peaceful future 
has been replaced by a constant fear of 
security. Instead of anticipating a 
soon-to-be-signed peace accord, Israelis 
are anxious over not whether, but 
when, the next rocket attack will come 
from either Hamas or Hezbollah. 

When we visited the southern city of 
S’derot, we saw an armor-shielded 
playground built to protect the city’s 
children from Qassam rocket attacks. 
As a parent, it was difficult seeing 
young, innocent children having to 
play on swings and slides encased in a 
facility constructed with thick rein-
forced concrete, knowing that this is 
the only safe place for children to play 
because of the constant threat of rock-
et attacks. Children, who should be 
carefree at play, instead suffer from 
post-traumatic stress. 

Israel faces so many threats. It faces 
the threats of terrorism attacks from 
within its borders and rocket bombings 
from just beyond its borders. It faces 
Iran’s nuclear ambitions and the grow-
ing ambivalence from many in the 
world community towards Israel’s 
right to exist. 

Israel is wrongly assailed for defend-
ing its own borders and citizens, as we 
saw last week in the flawed Goldstone 
Report, which unfairly criticizes Israel 
despite its strong efforts to protect all 
civilians. Israel faces criticism from 
even attempting to deter the growing 
Iranian threat. 

Israel is a lonely democracy in a sea 
of tyranny; a shining example in a dan-
gerous corner of the world of how free-
dom and democracy, pluralism, and 
economic ingenuity can lead to a high 
standard of living for all. Despite its 
hardships, Israelis are reliant and, be-
cause of this, their country prospers. 

Israel has made its desert bloom and 
its high-tech sector has made its econ-
omy blossom. Israel is advancing to-
wards independence from the fossil 
fuels that fund our enemies. I’m 

pleased that auto technology experts 
from Michigan are traveling to Israel 
next month on a trade mission to ex-
change ideas and to take advantage of 
the economic creativity and ingenuity 
both of our nations have to offer. 

Jews in Israel, the United States, and 
around the world celebrated the Jewish 
New Year and soon will observe the sol-
emn fast of Yom Kippur. While these 
should be holidays of happiness and 
deep reflection, in Israel they are, 
sadly, reminders of the need for eternal 
vigilance. 

Ever since the Yom Kippur War in 
1973, Israelis and Jews around the 
world have learned that they cannot 
take Israel’s security for granted, not 
even for a day—not even on the holiest 
day of the year. 

Eleven minutes after David Ben 
Gurion declared Israel’s independence 
in 1948, President Harry Truman recog-
nized the Jewish state, and the special 
relationship between the United States 
and Israel began. On that day, the 
United States was the first Nation to 
stand with Israel, as we must continue 
to be today. 

Our nations’ alliance is one routed in 
the common values of democracy, re-
spect for the rule of law, economic 
growth, and pluralism. The mutual 
need for this relationship has only be-
come greater throughout the years. 
After returning from Israel and seeing 
the threats Israelis face every day, I 
know we must do everything possible 
to make sure our friendship with Israel 
is maintained and strengthened. 

f 

Under a previous order of the House, 
the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. JONES addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 
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MORE GOVERNMENT WON’T HELP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, our govern-
ment has been mismanaging medical 
care for more than 45 years. For every 
problem it has created, it has re-
sponded by exponentially expanding 
the role of government. 

Here are some points I’d like to have 
my colleagues consider. Number one, 
no one has a right to medical care. If 
one assumes such a right, it endorses 
the notion that some individuals have 
a right to someone else’s life and prop-
erty. This totally contradicts the prin-
ciples of liberty. 

Number two, if medical care is pro-
vided by government, this can only be 
achieved by an authoritarian govern-
ment unconcerned about the rights of 
the individual. 

Number three, economic fallacies ac-
cepted for more than 100 years in the 
United States have deceived policy-
makers into believing that quality care 

can only be achieved by government 
force, taxation, regulations, and bow-
ing to a system of special interests 
that creates a system of corporatism. 

Number four, more dollars into any 
monopoly run by government never in-
creases quality, but it always results in 
higher costs and prices. 

Number five, government does have 
an important role to play in facili-
tating the delivery of all goods and 
services in an ethical and efficient 
manner. 

Number six, first, government should 
do no harm. It should get out of the 
way and repeal all of the laws that 
have contributed to the mess we have. 

Number seven, the costs are obvi-
ously too high, but in solving this 
problem one cannot ignore the 
debasement of the currency as a major 
factor. 

Number eight, bureaucrats and other 
third parties must never be allowed to 
interfere in the doctor-patient rela-
tionship. 

b 1930 
Number 9, the Tax Code, including 

the ERISA laws, must be changed to 
give everyone equal treatment by al-
lowing a 100 percent tax credit for all 
medical expenses. 

Laws dealing with bad outcomes and 
prohibiting doctors from entering into 
voluntary agreements with their pa-
tients must be repealed. Tort laws play 
a significant role in pushing costs high-
er, prompting unnecessary treatment 
and excessive testing. Patients deserve 
the compensation; the attorneys do 
not. 

Number 10, insurance sales should be 
legalized nationally across State lines 
to increase competition among the in-
surance companies. 

Number 11, long-term insurance poli-
cies should be available to young peo-
ple similar to term life insurances that 
offer fixed prices for long periods of 
time. 

Number 12, the principle of insurance 
should be remembered. Its purpose in a 
free market is to measure risk, not to 
be used synonymously with social wel-
fare programs. Any program that pro-
vides for first-dollar payment is no 
longer insurance. This would be similar 
to giving coverage for gasoline and re-
pair bills to those who buy car insur-
ance or providing food insurance for 
people who go to the grocery store. Ob-
viously, that would not work. 

Number 13, the cozy relationship be-
tween organized medicine and govern-
ment must be reversed. 

Early on medical insurance was pro-
moted by the medical community in 
order to boost reimbursements to doc-
tors and hospitals. That partnership 
has morphed into the government/in-
surance industry still being promoted 
by the current administration. 

Number 14, threatening individuals 
with huge fines by forcing them to buy 
insurance is a boon to the insurance 
companies. 

Number 15, there must be more com-
petition for individuals entering into 
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